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These orders are undoubtedly some correctives to
the abuses which may arise in this very critical arti-
cle of public dealing. But the House will remark,
that, if the business usually carried on by contracts
can be converted at pleasure into agencies, like that
of Mr. Fowke, all these regulations perish of course,
and there is no direction whatsoever for restraining
the most prodigal and corrupt bargains for the pub-
lic.

Tour Committee have inquired into the observance
of these necessary regulations, and they find that
they have, like the rest, been entirely contemned,
and contemned with entire impunity. After the
period of Colonel Monson's death, and Mr. Hastings
and Mr. Barwell obtaining the lead in the Council, the
contracts were disposed of without at all advertising
for proposals. Those in 1777 were given for three
years; and the gentlemen in question growing by
habit and encouragement into more boldness, in
1779 the contracts were disposed of for five years:
and this they did at the eve of the expiration of their
own appointment to the government. This increase
in the length of the contracts, though contrary to
orders, might have admitted some excuse, if it had
been made, even in appearance, the means of less-
ening the expense. But the advantages allowed to
the contractors, instead of being diminished, were en-
larged, and in a manner far beyond the proportion
of the enlargement of terms. Of this abuse and con-
tempt of orders a judgment may be formed by the
single contract for supplying the army with draught
and carriage bullocks. As it stood at the expiration
of the contract in 1779, the expense of that service
was about one thousand three hundred pounds a